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It is Christmas every time you let God love others through you.
- Mother Teresa

"My idea of Christmas, whether old-fashioned or modern, is
very simple: loving others. Come to think of it, why do we
have to wait for Christmas to do that?

Bob Hope
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Pearl Harbor Remembrance

December 7th, National Pearl Harbor
Remembrance Day commemorates the attack
on Pearl Harbor, Hawaii, during World War
II. During this attack, 2,403 American
servicemen were killed, and more than 1,200
servicemen were injured.

This attack also resulted in the severe damage
or sinking of five battleships, three cruisers,
and one mine-layer. It also resulted in the
destruction of more than 200 aircraft and
damage to 159 other planes. While this day is
a special observance for most people, it isn’t
a federal holiday, so government buildings,
the postal service, and most businesses
remain open.

The Attack on Pearl Harbor

At 7:55 am Hawaii time on December 7,
1941, 353 Japanese warplanes descended on
the naval base located at Pearl Harbor,
Hawaii. This attack was initially detected 53
minutes earlier, at 7:02 am, when two radar
operators saw a large mass of aircraft heading
towards Hawaii from the north. However, no
alarm was sounded because the naval base
was expecting B-17 bombers from the
mainland United States, so they assumed this
mass of planes was those bombers. This
resulted in the air attack being one of the most
devastating attacks on U.S. soil.

The attack killed over 2,400 servicemen and
wounded 1,200 others. It also rendered most
of the Pacific Fleet completely useless.
Japan’s losses due to the attack on Pearl
Harbor were proportionately smaller: with

only thirty planes and five midget submarines
destroyed and fewer than 100 men killed.
Fortunately, all three of the Pacific Fleet’s
carriers were out at sea conducting training
maneuvers and were thereby saved. Six
months into the war, these aircraft carriers
would exact their revenge against Japan at
the Battle of Midway.
On December 8th, President Franklin D.
Roosevelt issued his “A Date Which Will
Live in Infamy” speech to a joint session of
Congress. Within an hour of the speech, the
U.S. Congress voted to go to war against
Japan, with the U.S. Senate voting 82 to 0 in
favor of war and the House of
Representatives voting 388 to 1.
Three days later, Germany and Italy both
declared war against the United States. World
War II would result in the loss of over
400,000 American servicemen and over a
million American servicemen wounded.
The History of National Pearl Harbor
Remembrance Day
The United States Congress
designated December 7th to be a holiday
known as National Pearl Harbor
Remembrance Day. This designation was
created when Public Law 103-308 was
enacted on August 23, 1994,
On this day, which is also known simply as
Pearl Harbor Day, the American flag should
be flown at half-staff until sunset
to honor those Americans who lost their lives
during the attack on Pearl Harbor, Hawaii.
Facts About Pearl Harbor
o The attack on Pearl Harbor lasted from
7:55 am to 9:45 am, or about 110
minutes.
o The attack was launched by the
Japanese in two waves, set about 45
minutes apart from each other.
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o The Japanese traveled over 3,400
miles to execute their attack.

o Japanese forces were led by Vice
Admiral Chuichi Nagumo.

o The Japanese fleet consisted of over
350 planes.

o “Operation Hawaii” and “Operation
7 were the Japanese codenames for
the attack.

o The attack struck airfields at Wheeler
Field, Hickam Field, Schofield
Barracks, Ewa Field, and Bellows
Field.

Pearl Harbor Memorials & Honors
Several memorials have been erected to
honor the servicemen who died during the
Pearl Harbor attack. This includes the USS
Arizona Memorial, which is a marble
memorial built over the sunken hull of the
USS Arizona, dedicated in 1962.

Another memorial is the USS Utah, dedicated
on the northwest shore of Ford Island in 1972
and declared a National Historic Landmark in
1989. Fifty years after the attack on Pearl
Harbor, the U.S. Congress established the
Pearl Harbor Commemorative Medal.

This medal can be awarded to any veteran of
the U.S. military who was present during the
attack on Pearl Harbor. This medal can also
be awarded to civilians who were injured or
killed during the attack on the naval base.
Commemorating National Pearl Harbor
Remembrance Day

As prescribed by a declaration from the
current President of the United States, the
U.S. Flag should be displayed on all
government buildings and American homes
on this day. This flag should be flown at half-
mast until sunset to honor those who lost their
lives during the attack.

National Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day.
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St. Nicholas Day, feast day (December 6)
of St. Nicholas, the 4th-century bishop
of Myra. St. Nicholas is the patron
saint of Russia and Greece, of a number of
cities, and of sailors and children, among
many other groups, and was noted for his
generosity. Some countries celebrate St.
Nicholas Day on its eve, December 5.

History

St. Nicholaslcon of St. Nicholas, tempera
and gold on wood, early 15th century; in the
Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York
City.

After the Reformation, St. Nicholas was
forgotten = mainly  in Protestant Europe,
although his memory was kept alive
in Holland as Sinterklaas. There, St. Nicholas
is said to arrive on horseback on his feast day,
dressed in a bishop’s red robe and mitre and
accompanied by Black Peter (Zwarte Piet),
variously described as a freed slave or

a Moor, to help him distribute sweets and
presents to good children or lumps
of coal, potatoes, or switches to bad ones.
The Dutch took the tradition to New
Amsterdam (now New York City) in
the American colonies, where he was
transformed into Santa Claus by the English-
speaking majority. His legend of a kindly old
man was united with old Nordic folktales of
a magician who punished naughty children
and rewarded good children with presents.
The resulting image of Santa Claus in
the United States crystallized in the 19th
century, and he has ever since remained the
patron of the  gift-giving festival
of Christmas, and is no longer associated
with December 6. In Britain he was largely
replaced with Father Christmas.

Traditions
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Who was the real St. Nicholas?Learn about
the life of the historical St. Nicholas, bishop
of Myra.

See all videos for this article

In parts of northern Europe, particularly
the Low Countries and some German-
speaking areas, St. Nicholas Day has
remained a time when children are given
special cookies, candies, and gifts. In many
places, children leave letters for St. Nicholas
and carrots or grass for his donkey or horse.
In the morning, they find small presents
under their pillows or in the shoes, stockings,
or plates they have set out for him. Oranges
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and chocolate coins are common treats that
represent St. Nicholas’s legendary rescue of
three impoverished girls by paying their
marriage dowries with gold. Candy -canes,
which have the shape of a bishop’s crosier,
are also given.

It is thought that over the centuries the
legendary St. Nicholas was merged with
similar cultural and religious figures.
Significant among these were the pagan
Knecht Ruprecht and the Roman figure
of Befana, as well as the Christ Child
(Christkind, or Kris Kringle). A number of
countries have traditions in  which
a malevolent character —accompanies  St.
Nicholas. In France, Pére Fouettard, who
legend holds tried to cook three boys in a
barrel of brine, is said to whip naughty
children or give them coal. In
Germany, Knecht Ruprecht serves as St.
Nicholas’s servant and gives children who do
not know their prayers sticks, stones, or coal.
The terrifying devil-like Krampus is
common in many central European counties
and carries chains, bells, and sometimes a
large basket with which to threaten naughty
children.

Santa Claus, legendary figure who is the
traditional patron of Christmas in the United
States and other countries, bringing gifts to
children. His popular image is based on
traditions associated with Saint Nicholas, a
4th-century Christian saint who is typically
depicted in red bishop’s robes. The Dutch are
credited with transporting the legend of Saint
Nicholas (Sinterklaas) to New
Amsterdam (now New York City), along
with the custom of giving gifts and sweets to
children on his feast day, December 6 (see
also St. Nicholas Day). Father Christmas fills
the role in many European countries.

The current depiction of Santa Claus is based
on images drawn by cartoonist Thomas
Nast for Harper’s Weekly beginning in 1863.
Nast’s Santa owed much to the description
given in the poem “A Visit from St
Nicholas” (also known as ‘“’Twas the Night
Before Christmas”), first published in 1823.
The image was further defined by the popular
Santa Claus advertisements created for
the Coca-Cola Company from 1931 by
illustrator Haddon Sundblum. Sundblum’s
Santa was a portly white-bearded gentleman
dressed in a red suit with a black belt and
white fur trim, black boots, and a soft red cap.

Santa Claus is said to live at the North
Pole with his wife (Mrs. Claus), where he
spends the year making toys with the help of
his elves. There he receives letters from
children asking for Christmas gifts. On
Christmas Eve he loads his sleigh with toys
and flies around the world, drawn by
eight reindeer, stopping at each child’s
house; he slides down the chimney and leaves
the gifts, refreshing himself with the milk and
cookies left for him by the household’s
children.
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United States Space Force

The U.S. Space Force (USSF) turns five
years old today. The youngest branch of the
U.S. military was established on December
20, 2019, with the passage of the John S.
McCain National Defense Authorization Act.
Here are a few things to know about the
newest U.S. military service.

Space Force was created to address the
growing importance of space to both national
security and everyday life. Just as the U.S.
Marine Corps is part of the Department of the
Navy, the Space Force is organized under the
Department of the Air Force. The new
service’s ties to the air force are
understandable. It was created
by merging twenty-three different air force
units, and Air Force General John W. “Jay”
Raymond was named its first chief of space
operations. In 2022, another air force veteran,
General B. Chance
Saltzman, succeeded Raymond as chief of
space operations. The Air Force’s influence
over the USSF will likely continue for some
time—it handles much of the Space Force’s
logistics work.

Space Force’s missionis to “secure our
nation’s interests in, from, and to space.” Its
specific responsibilities include
operating missile detection networks and
the Geographic Positioning System (GPS)
constellation—the set of satellites that your
smartphone, among other applications, uses
to pinpoint your location. The USSF also
monitors

both intentional and unintended threats (e.g.,
“space junk”) to the more than 7,500
satellites active in space—more than two-
thirds of which U.S. owners operate. And it
works to enhance U.S. space strategy,

including for commercial uses of space, and
the international rules governing space.

Members of the Space Force are called
“guardians.” Space Force’s motto is Semper
Supra, or “Always Above.” As the Space
Force hits its fifth birthday, it has 9,500
uniformed guardians with plans to reach
9,800 this fiscal year. To put that number in
perspective, the next smallest service, the
Coast Guard, has 39,900 active-duty service
members. Space Force’s relatively small size
is intentional; the hope is that staying small
will enable it to remain agile. So don’t expect
the space force ever to rival the size of the air
force (324,000 active-duty personnel), let
alone the army (452,000 active-duty
personnel).

He summarized the Space Force’s mission
this way: “When it was once only necessary
to access and use the domain for national
benefit, now an essential job of the Space
Force is, excuse me, to control the domain.
And that means achieving space superiority
so that we can continue to access and exploit
the domain. Also, denying our adversaries
the use of space capabilities against us. The
Space Force secures our nation’s interests in,
from, and into space.”

Earlier this year, Space Force published a
white paper titled “Competitive Endurance:
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A Proposed Theory of Success for the U.S.
Space Force.” The document warns:

The increasingly contested operational
environment in space threatens the satellites
the Joint Force depends on. Equally
alarming, our pacing challenge, China, has
invested heavily in developing its own
military space capabilities. The resulting
space-enabled kill web provides them with a
long-range precision strike capability that can
hold our land, sea, and air forces at risk
before we are close enough to project combat
power. To protect our joint force the U.S.
must be ready to prevent any strategic rival
from effectively employing space or
counterspace capabilities in a conflict.

To that end, space force argues for a policy of
“competitive  endurance” in  which
U.S. “adversaries must never be desperate
enough or emboldened enough to pursue
destructive combat operations in space.”

The National Museum of the United States
Air Force in Dayton, Ohio, has a free exhibit
on the USSF. The exhibit showcases some of
the most important rockets and spacecraft
developed over the past decades and the
stories of America’s brave astronauts who
paved the way for space operations to
become such an important part of the U.S.
military.

The growing military and commercial role of
space means that the importance of space
force will only increase in the future. So
Happy Birthday to the U.S. military’s
youngest branch, and a tip of the cap to all
new and incoming guardians of the U.S.
Space Force for their service.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY

UNITED STATE

SPACE FORCE

Hanukkah, a Jewish festival that begins at
sundown on Kislev 25 (usually in December,
according to the Gregorian calendar) and is
celebrated for eight days. Hanukkah
reaffirms the ideals

of Judaism and commemorates in particular
the rededication of the Second Temple of
Jerusalem by the lighting of candles on each
day of the festival. Although not mentioned
in the Hebrew Scriptures, Hanukkah has
become widely celebrated and remains one of
the most popular Jewish religious
observances.

Origin and history...History of ancient
Jerusalem and its people. Learn about the
history of Hanukkabh.

Hanukkah

Commemorates Maccabean (Hasmonean)
victories over the forces of the Seleucid
king Antiochus IV Epiphanes (reigned 175—
164 BCE) and the rededication of the Temple
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on Kislev 25, 164 BCE. Led
by Mattathias and his son Judas
Maccabeus (died c. 161 bce), the Maccabees
were the first Jews who fought to defend their
religious beliefs rather than their lives.
According to I Maccabees, a text of
the Apocrypha (writings excluded from the
Jewish canon but included in the Roman
Catholic and Eastern Orthodox Old
Testament canons), Antiochus had

invaded Judaea, tried to Hellenize the Jews,
and desecrated the Second Temple
in Jerusalem. Following the Jewish victory in
a three-year struggle against Antiochus,
Judas ordered the cleansing and restoration of
the Temple.

After purification, a new altar was installed
and dedicated on Kislev 25. Judas then
proclaimed that the dedication of the restored
Temple should be celebrated for eight days,
beginning on that date. In II Maccabees, the
celebration i1s compared to the festival
of Sukkoth (the Feast of Tabernacles or Feast
of Booths), which the Jews were unable to
celebrate because of the invasion of
Antiochus. Hanukkah, therefore, emerged as
a celebration of the dedication, as the word
itself suggests.

Hanukkah lamp. A special menorah for
Hanukkah with nine branches, silver with
enamel inlays on copper alloy by Johann
Adam Boller (1679-1732), German, from
Frankfurt am Main, 1706-32; in the Jewish
Museum, New York City.

Although the traditional practice of lighting
candles at Hanukkah was not established in
the books of the Maccabees, the custom most
likely started relatively early. The practice is
enshrined in the Talmud (Shabbat 21b),
which describes the miracle of the oil in the

Temple. According to the Talmud, when
Judas Maccabeus entered the Temple, he
found only a small jar of oil that Antiochus
had not defiled. The jar contained only
enough oil to burn for one day, but
miraculously, the oil burned for eight days
until new consecrated o1l could be found,
establishing the precedent that the festival
should last eight days. The early date for this
story, or at least the practice of lighting eight
candles, is confirmed by the debate of the 1st-
century CE  scholars Hillel and Shammai.
Hillel and his school taught that
one candle should be lit on the first night of
Hanukkah and one more each night of the
festival. Shammai held that all eight candles
should be lit on the first night, with the
number decreasing by one each night
thereafter.
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Christmas is celebrated on December 25
and is both a sacred religious holiday and a
worldwide  cultural and  commercial
phenomenon. For two millennia, people
around the world have been observing it with
traditions and practices that are both religious
and secular in nature. Christians celebrate
Christmas Day as the anniversary of the birth
of Jesus of Nazareth, a spiritual leader whose
teachings form the basis of their religion.
Popular customs include exchanging gifts,
decorating Christmas trees, attending church,
sharing meals with family and friends and, of
course, waiting for Santa Claus to arrive.
December 25—Christmas Day—has been a
federal holiday in the United States since
1870.

How Did Christmas Start?

The middle of winter has long been a time of
celebration around the world. Centuries
before the arrival of the man called Jesus,
early Europeans celebrated light and birth in
the darkest days of winter. Many people
rejoiced during the winter solstice, when the
worst of the winter was behind them and they
could look forward to longer days and
extended hours of sunlight.

In Scandinavia, the Norse celebrated Yule
from December 21, the winter solstice,
through January. In recognition of the return
of the sun, fathers and sons would bring home
large logs, which they would set on fire. The
people would feast until the log burned out,
which could take as many as 12 days. The
Norse believed that each spark from the fire
represented a new pig or calf that would be
born during the coming year.

The end of December was a perfect time for
celebration in most areas of Europe. At that
time of year, most cattle were slaughtered so
they would not have to be fed during the

winter. For many, it was the only time of year
when they had a supply of fresh meat. In
addition, most wine and beer made during the
year were finally fermented and ready for
drinking.

In Germany, people honored the pagan god
Odin during the mid-winter holiday.
Germans were terrified of Oden, as they
believed he made nocturnal flights through
the sky to observe his people and then decide
who would prosper or perish. Because of his
presence, many people chose to stay inside.

Is Christmas Really the Day Jesus Was Born?
In the early years of Christianity, Easter was
the main holiday; the birth of Jesus was not
celebrated. In the fourth century, church
officials decided to institute the birth of Jesus
as a holiday. Unfortunately, the Bible does
not mention date for his birth (a fact Puritans
later pointed out in order to deny the
legitimacy of the celebration).

Although some evidence suggests that Jesus'
birth may have occurred in the spring (why
would shepherds be herding in the middle of
winter?), Pope Julius I chose December 25. It
is commonly believed that the church chose
this date in an effort to adopt and absorb the
traditions of the pagan Saturnalia festival.
First called the Feast of the Nativity, the
custom spread to Egypt by 432 and to
England by the end of the sixth century.

By holding Christmas at the same time as
traditional winter solstice festivals, church
leaders increased the chances that Christmas
would be popularly embraced, but gave up
the ability to dictate how it was celebrated.
By the Middle Ages, Christianity had, for the
most part, replaced pagan religion.

On Christmas, believers attended church,
then celebrated raucously in a drunken,
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carnival-like atmosphere similar to today’s
Mardi Gras. Each year, a beggar or student
would be crowned the “lord of misrule” and
eager celebrants played the part of his
subjects. The poor would go to the houses of
the rich and demand their best food and drink.
If owners failed to comply, their visitors
would most likely terrorize them with
mischief. Christmas became the time of year
when the upper classes could repay their real
or imagined “debt” to society by entertaining
less fortunate citizens.

Christmas Facts

o« Each year, 25-30 million real
Christmas trees are sold in the United
States alone. There are about 16,000
Christmas tree farms in the United
States, and trees usually grow for
between four and 15 years before they
are sold.

o When Christmas was cancelled: From
1659 to 1681, the celebration of
Christmas was outlawed in Boston,
and lawbreakers were fined five
shillings.

e Christmas was declared a federal
holiday in the United States on June
26, 1870.

o The first eggnog made in the United
States was consumed in Captain John
Smith’s 1607 Jamestown settlement.

« Poinsettia plants are named after Joel
R. Poinsett, an American minister to
Mexico, who brought the red-and-
green plant from Mexico to America in
1828.

o The Salvation Army has been sending
Santa Claus-clad donation collectors
into the streets since the 1890s.
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Holidays and Observances

in December 2025

December 1

Eat a Red Apple Day

National Christmas Lights Day
National Women Support Women
Day

Rosa Parks Day

Walt Disney Day

December 2

National Fritters Day
Play Basketball Day
Rockefeller Tree Lighting Day

December 3

International Day of People with
Disabilities
Let’s Hug Day

December 4

Celebrate Shelter Pets Day
Extraordinary Work Team
Recognition Day

International Cheetah Day
National Cookie Day

National Sock Day

Santa’s List Day

Wear Brown Shoes Day

World Wildlife Conservation Day

December 5

International Volunteer Day
National Blue Jeans Day

December 6

Mitten Tree Day

National Day of Remembrance and
Action on Violence Against Wome
National Microwave Oven Day

St. Nicholas Day

December 7

International Civil Aviation Day

National Pearl Harbor Day of
Remembrance

December 8

National Brownie Day

National Crossword Solvers Day
National Donair Day

National Health Savings Account
Day

National Lard Day

December 9
e  Christmas Card Day
e Lutefisk Day
e National Llama Day
e National Pastry Day
e  World Techno Day
December 10

e Dewey Decimal System Day
e  Human Rights Day
e Nobel Prize Day
December 11
e Holiday Food Drive for Needy
Animals Day
e National App Day
e National Have A Bagel Day
e National Stretching Day
December 12
e Gingerbread House Day
e International Day of Neutrality
e International Universal Health
Coverage Day
e National Poinsettia Day
December 13
e Day of the Horse
e Gingerbread Decorating Day
e National Cocoa Day
e National Guard Birthday
December 14
e  First Night of Hanukkah
e  Free Shipping Day
Roast Chestnuts Day
e Worldwide Candle Lighting Day
December 15
e Bill of Rights Day
e Cat Herders Day
e National Cupcake Day
December 16
e National Chocolate Covered
Anything Day
e  Stupid Toy Day
December 17

e National Device Appreciation Day

e National Maple Syrup Day
December 18

e Answer the Telephone Like Buddy

the EIf Day
e Bake Cookies Day
e National Twin Day

e  Wear a Plunger on Your Head Day

December 19
e National Emo Day
e National Hard Candy Day
e National Ugly Christmas Sweater
Day
e National Underdog Day

December 20

Games Day

Go Caroling Day

International Human Solidarity
Day

Mudd Day

December 21

National Crossword Puzzle Day
National Homeless Persons'
Remembrance Day

National Short Story Day
Winter Solstice / Yule

December 22

Forefathers' Day

Hanukkah

Mathematics Day

National Cookie Exchange Day
National Short Person Day

December 23

Festivus
National Christmas Movie
Marathon Day

December 24

Christmas Eve
Last-Minute Shopper’s Day
National Eggnog Day

December 25

Christmas Day
National Pumpkin Pie Day

December 26

First day of Kwanzaa
National Thank You Note Day
National Whiners' Day

St. Stephen's Day

December 27

Make Cut-Out Snowflakes Day
National Fruitcake Day
National Leftovers Day

December 28

National Call a Friend Day
National Card Playing Day
National Chocolate Candy Day
Pledge of Allegiance Day

December 29

International Cello Day
Still Need To Do Day
Tick Tock Day

December 30

National Bacon Day

National Resolution Planning Day

December 31

Make Up Your Mind Day
New Year’s Eve
Unlucky Day



The mission of the
Veterans of Foreign
Wars (VFW) Post 1647
in Brainerd, Minnesota is
to "Help Veterans and
the Community".

The post is located at 309 South Sixth Street in downtown
Brainerd and is open to all VFW members, guests, active
military, and non-veterans. Post and Auxiliary meetings are
held on the second Tuesday of each month at 7 PM.

Since 1929, this post is open to all VFW members and
guests. It's a friendly place. Stop in and see for yourself.
Post and Auxiliary meetings are on the second Tuesday of
each month at 7 pm. We are in Minnesota's 6th VFW
District.

Duty, Honor, and Country. Dedicated to the men and
women who marched before us, their families and everyone
deployed. What does it cost to be a VFW member?
Answer: $35 per year, but a life membership is a better
choice.

What do I get for my money? Answer: As a member of the
VFW, you are a part of an organization that lobbies to the
Minnesota State Legislature and Congress in Washington,
D.C. The higher the membership number, the more
influence the group has to pass veteran-friendly legislation.
Lack of VFW support will result in lower veteran benefits.

PATRIOT GROUNDS

-By Ch Maj (Ret) Eusebia Rios
“HAPPY CHAPPY”

“Patriot Grounds” is an alcohol-free
environment to put at ease veterans
who. The primary focus are the
Veterans in need of fellowship and
connection with other veterans. We
assure all information is current
regarding benefits and newest
legislation that directly impacts
veterans and their families. We invite
Veterans’ spouses as well.

HERITAGE CHURCH
13242 Berrywood Dr
Baxter MN 56425
218-829-3209

We start at 10 AM every 3™ Saturday
of the month. We fellowship over
Donuts and Coffee. We share
information, resources, and
programs/benefits ~ with  eligible
veterans and disabled veterans.
Connect with other veterans and
mentor one another through fellowship
and discussion.

Military Humor

HAPPY CHAPPY CORNER

By Ch, Maj (Ret) Eusebia Rios “Happy Chappy”

1. VZ?l?ttodO you call a soldier who loves to SAVE THE DATE
O artetiery master. 20 December 2025 Patriot
2. Why couldn’t the sailors play cards? BINGO-MUSIC-BREAKFAST &
The captain was sitting on the deck. FUN, FUN, FUN!!!

3. How are mathematicians like the Air
Force?
Both use pi-lots.

4. Why did the Marine never go inside
or sit down?
Because being a Marine is
“outstanding!”

My prayer for you is Faith, Hope and
Peace. May you experience the love of
family. May you know that every Veteran

DOES NOT stand alone. Happy Holidays
and Merry Christmas. Amen!



https://www.rd.com/list/corny-math-jokes-pi-day/

