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“Where liberty dwells, there is my country.”

— Benjamin Franklin

“In the truest sense, freedom cannot be bestowed; it must
be achieved.”

— Franklin D. Roosevelt


http://www.mnlegion.org/

America at 250: Celebrating Our
Independence and Our Future

The History and Significance of
Independence Day

On July 4, 2026, the United States celebrates
an extraordinary milestone—250 years of
independence. Known as the Semi
quincentennial, this historic anniversary
marks two and a half centuries since our
nation's founding and provides an
opportunity for Americans to reflect on our
history, honor those who came before us, and
renew our commitment to the ideals that
continue to unite us.

The story of Independence Day begins during
the summer of 1776. Although the
Continental Congress voted in favor of
independence from Great Britain on July 2, it
was on July 4, 1776, that Congress formally
adopted the United States Declaration of
Independence. The Declaration, drafted
primarily by Thomas Jefferson with
contributions from John Adams, Benjamin
Franklin, Roger Sherman, and Robert R.
Livingston, boldly proclaimed that the
thirteen colonies were no longer subject to
British rule but were now free and
independent states.

This remarkable document established
timeless principles that continue to inspire
people around the world:

"We hold these truths to be self-evident, that
all men are created equal, that they are
endowed by their Creator with certain

unalienable Rights, that among these are

Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness."

These words became the cornerstone of the
American experiment in self-government and
liberty.

The First Independence Day Celebrations

The earliest Independence Day celebrations
were modeled after the traditional
observances of the British king's birthday.
Communities celebrated with:

Ringing church bells
Bonfires

Public processions
Patriotic speeches
Cannon salutes

Music and community gatherings



In many towns, colonists even held symbolic
"funerals" for King George III, representing
the end of monarchy and tyranny and the
birth of freedom and self-government.

As the young republic grew, Independence
Day became a celebration of American
democracy. Parades, public readings of the
Declaration of Independence, patriotic
oratory, military ceremonies, and community
festivals helped strengthen the identity of the
new nation.

Throughout the nineteenth  century,
Americans from every walk of life used
Independence Day to champion causes they
believed would strengthen the country.
Abolitionists, advocates for women's rights,
veterans, immigrants, and civic leaders all
found meaning in the Declaration's promise
of liberty and equality.

Traditions That Continue Today

Over the generations, Independence Day
evolved into America's great midsummer
celebration.

Today, millions of Americans celebrate
with:

Patriotic parades

Military flyovers

Concerts featuring patriotic music
Community festivals and carnivals
Fireworks displays

Family reunions and neighborhood
gatherings

Flying the American flag

Wearing red, white, and blue

Family cookouts remain one of the nation's
favorite traditions. Across America, families
gather to enjoy hamburgers, hot dogs,
barbecue, fried chicken, corn on the cob,
watermelon, ice cream, and regional favorites
while celebrating the blessings of freedom.

Fireworks continue to symbolize the rockets
and cannon fire that greeted the first public
readings of the Declaration nearly 250 years
ago.
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America at 250: A Time for Reflection

This 250th anniversary is far more than a
birthday celebration. It is a moment to
reflect on the remarkable journey of our
nation.



For two and a half centuries, the United
States has endured war and peace, prosperity
and hardship, triumphs and trials. Through
every generation, Americans have continued
striving toward the ideals expressed in the
Declaration  of  Independence—Iliberty,
justice, equality, and opportunity.

The story of America is still being written by
ordinary  citizens who serve their
communities, defend freedom, care for their
neighbors, educate future generations,
innovate, volunteer, and work together for
the common good.
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Current Commemorations Across the
Nation

Throughout 2026, communities from coast to
coast are marking America's 250th birthday
with commemorative events, historical
reenactments, educational programs, military
tributes, concerts, veterans' recognitions,
community service projects, and public
readings of the Declaration of Independence.

Many Americans are also using this historic
anniversary as an opportunity to:

Learn more about our nation's history.

Honor the sacrifices of veterans and
military families.

Preserve historical landmarks.
Encourage civic engagement.

Inspire the next generation to
appreciate the freedoms secured over
the past 250 years.

Looking Forward

As we celebrate 250 years of the United
States of America, we honor not only the
courage of the Founding Fathers but also
every generation that has helped preserve the
blessings of liberty.

The Fourth of July reminds us that freedom is
both a precious gift and a profound
responsibility. It calls each of us to be good
citizens, to serve one another with
compassion, to seek justice, to protect liberty,
and to leave a stronger nation for those who
follow.

As fireworks light the skies and flags wave
proudly across our communities, may we
remember the enduring words of the
Declaration of Independence and recommit
ourselves to building "a more perfect Union."
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Happy 250th Birthday, America!

May God continue to bless the United States
of America, and may we always cherish the
freedoms purchased through the courage,
sacrifice, and unwavering hope of
generations past.
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July: A Month of Freedom, Sunshine,
Growth, and Celebration

July is a month that symbolizes warmth,
happiness, freedom, and adventure. As the
heart of summer in the Northern Hemisphere,
it offers long, sun-filled days, vibrant
landscapes, and countless opportunities to
gather with family and friends. Whether
enjoying backyard barbecues, relaxing at the
beach, attending community festivals, or
watching fireworks illuminate the night sky,
July inspires people to celebrate life and
create lasting memories.

Beyond its beautiful weather, July is rich in
history, culture, and natural beauty. It
reminds us to appreciate the blessings of
freedom, cherish our relationships, and
embrace the abundance that surrounds us.

Historical Significance

July has played an important role throughout
history, commemorating events that have
shaped nations and inspired generations.

Independence Day — July 4

One of the most significant observances in
the United States is Independence Day,
celebrated on July 4. This holiday
commemorates the adoption of the
Declaration of Independence on July 4, 1776,
when the thirteen American colonies declared
their independence from Great Britain.

Today, Americans celebrate with:

Fireworks displays
Patriotic parades
Family reunions
Community festivals
Backyard barbecues

Concerts and public ceremonies

Independence Day serves as a reminder of the
sacrifices made to secure liberty and
encourages citizens to reflect upon the
enduring values of freedom, democracy, and

national unity.

T HOPE THE TEACHER DOESNTASK. ME WHAT T DID
ON MY SUMMER VACATION.., CAISE T 60T NOTHIN"



World Population Day — July 11

Observed annually on July 11, World
Population Day raises awareness of global
population issues, including healthcare,
education, equality, sustainable development,
and access to resources. It encourages
thoughtful conversations about building
healthier and more equitable communities
around the world.

A Month Filled with Community

Although International Friendship Day is
officially observed in many countries on July
30 (with some nations recognizing it on
different dates), the spirit of friendship and
community is especially evident throughout
the summer months. July often becomes a
season of neighborhood gatherings, family
vacations, church picnics, reunions, and
celebrations that strengthen relationships and
foster a sense of belonging.

July in Nature
July represents nature at its peak.

The landscape bursts with life as trees display
their fullest green canopies, gardens overflow
with colorful blossoms, and fields produce
abundant harvests. Longer daylight hours

encourage outdoor adventures while wildlife
thrives during the warm season.

Many fruits reach their peak during July,
including:

Blueberries
Strawberries
Blackberries
Peaches
Cherries
Raspberries

Pollinators such as butterflies, bees, and
hummingbirds are especially active, helping
gardens flourish and reminding us of the
interconnected beauty of creation.

Birthstone of July: The Ruby
The Ruby is July's birthstone.

Known for its brilliant deep-red color, the
ruby symbolizes:

Love
Courage
Passion
Strength
Protection
Vitality

Throughout history, rubies have been
treasured by kings and warriors, who
believed the gemstone brought wisdom,
prosperity, and protection. Today, it continues
to represent enduring love and unwavering
determination.



July Flowers

Two beautiful flowers represent the month of
July.

Delphinium

With its striking blue, purple, pink, and white
blossoms, the Delphinium symbolizes:

Joy

Positivity
Encouragement
Goodwill

New opportunities

Its tall, elegant blooms remind us to stand
confidently while bringing hope and
happiness to others.

Water Lily

Floating gracefully across ponds and quiet
lakes, the Water Lily symbolizes:

Peace

Purity

Wisdom

Renewal

Spiritual enlightenment

Growing from muddy waters into
breathtaking beauty, the water lily reminds us
that hope and transformation can emerge
even from life's most difficult circumstances.

July Around the World

July is celebrated differently across cultures,
yet common themes of gratitude, unity, and
community remain.

United States

Americans celebrate Independence Day with
patriotic traditions that honor the nation's
founding and the freedoms enjoyed today.

India

Depending on the lunar -calendar, the
celebration of Eid may occur in July during
some years. Families gather for prayer,
meals, charitable giving, and the sharing of
gifts, emphasizing compassion, gratitude,
and community.

Spain

The famous Running of the Bulls in
Pamplona draws visitors from around the
world during the Festival of San Fermin. The
event celebrates centuries-old traditions
religious

through  music, dancing,

observances, and cultural festivities.
July in History and Mythology

The month of July is named after the Roman
statesman and military leader Julius Caesar,
following calendar reforms introduced
during ancient Rome. His legacy remains
reflected in the very name of the month.

Ancient civilizations also associated July
with abundance and renewal.

The Ancient Egyptians celebrated the annual
flooding of the Nile River, which brought
fertile soil and ensured successful harvests.
This natural cycle symbolized life,
prosperity, and hope for the coming year.

In Celtic traditions, seasonal festivals
honored the earth's generosity and the
beginning of the harvest season, celebrating



gratitude for nature's blessings and the
promise of abundance.

The Spirit of July

July 1s much more than a summer month.
It is a season that reminds us to:
Celebrate freedom.

Treasure family and friendships.
Appreciate the beauty of God's creation.

Embrace new adventures.

Reflect on history and those who came
before us.

Live with gratitude for life's many blessings.

Whether watching fireworks beneath a star-
filled sky, gathering around a family picnic
table, hiking through forests, or simply
enjoying a warm summer evening, July
invites us to slow down, reconnect with those
we love, and celebrate the gifts of life.

As the sun shines brightly and nature
flourishes, July encourages us to live with
courage, hope, generosity, and joy—making
memories today while honoring the past and
looking forward to the future.

"I just love how they come individually wrapped
to seal in the flavor."
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July Daily Holidays and
Observances

July 1:

International Joke Day,
American Zoo Day,

Creative Ice Cream Flavors Day,
National Postal Worker Day,

July 2:
National I Forgot Day,
World UFO Day

July 3:

Disobedience Day,

International Plastic Bag Free Day,
National Stay Out of the Sun Day,
National Eat Beans Day

July 4:
Independence Day

July 5:
National Bikini Day,
National Graham Cracker Day

July 6:
International Kissing Day, National
Fried Chicken Day

July 7:

Tell the Truth Day,

National Strawberry Sundae Day,
World Chocolate Day

July 8:

National Video Game Day,

Math 2.0 Day,

Liberty Bell Day,

National SCUD Day (also known as
National Savor the Comic, Unplug the
Drama Day)

July 9:
National Sugar Cookie Day

July 10:

Teddy Bear Picnic Day,
National Kitten Day,
National Pifia Colada Day,
Don't Step On a Bee Day

July 11:

Cheer Up the Lonely Day,

Marine Corps Creation Day, National
Clerihew Day,

World Population Day

July 12:

Simplicity Day,

Etch a Sketch Day,
National Eat Your Jello Day

July 13:
Embrace Your Geekness Day,
National French Fry Day

July 14:

Bastille Day,

Shark Awareness Day,

Cow Appreciation Day,
National Mac and Cheese Day,
Pandemonium Day

July 15:

Be a Dork Day,

Gummi Worm Day,

National Give Something Away Day,
National Pet Fire Safety Day

July 16:

World Snake Day,

National Corn Fritter Day, National
Atomic Veterans Day

July 17:

Wrong Way Day,
World Emoji Day,
National Lottery Day

July 18:

World Listening Day,

Nelson Mandela International Day,
National Caviar Day,

National Tropical Fruit Day

July 19:

National Daiquiri Day,
National Ice Cream Day (third
Sunday)

July 20:

National Moon Day,

Space Exploration Day, International
Chess Day,

National Lollipop Day

July 21:
National Junk Food Day

July 22:
Spoonerism Day,
National Hammock Day

July 23:
Gorgeous Grandma Day,
National Hot Dog Day

July 24:

International Self Care Day,
Tell An Old Joke Day,
National Cousins Day,
National Drive-Thru Day,
National Tequila Day

July 25:

National Thread the Needle Day,
National Hot Fudge Sundae Day,
National Wine and Cheese Day

July 26:

National All Or Nothing Day,
National Aunt and Uncle Day,
National Parents Day (fourth Sunday)

July 27:

National Creme Briilée Day, National
Scotch Day,

Bagpipe Appreciation Day

July 28:

National Milk Chocolate Day,
National Hamburger Day (one of three
celebratory days in the year)

July 29:

International Tiger Day,
Rain Day,

National Chicken Wing Day,
National Lasagna Day,
National Lipstick Day

July 30:

National Support Public Education
Day, National Cheesecake Day,
International Day of Friendship,
National Chili Dog Day,

National Father-in-Law Day

July 31:

Talk In An Elevator Day,
National Avocado Day,
National Mutt Day



The mission of the
Veterans of Foreign
Wars (VFW) Post 1647
in Brainerd, Minnesota is
to "Help Veterans and
the Community”.

The post is located at 309 South Sixth Street in downtown
Brainerd and is open to all VFW members, guests, active
military, and non-veterans. Post and Auxiliary meetings are
held on the second Tuesday of each month at 7 PM.

Since 1929, this post is open to all VFW members and
guests. It's a friendly place. Stop in and see for yourself.
Post and Auxiliary meetings are on the second Tuesday of
each month at 7 pm. We are in Minnesota's 6th VFW
District.

Duty, Honor, and Country. Dedicated to the men and
women who marched before us, their families and everyone
deployed. What does it cost to be a VFW member?
Answer: $40 per year, but a life membership is a better
choice.

What do I get for my money? Answer: As a member of the
VFW, you are a part of an organization that lobbies to the
Minnesota State Legislature and Congress in Washington,
D.C. The higher the membership number, the more
influence the group has to pass veteran-friendly legislation.
Lack of VFW support will result in lower veteran benefits.

PATRIOT GROUNDS

-By Ch Maj (Ret) Eusebia Rios
“HAPPY CHAPPY”

“Patriot Grounds” is an alcohol-free
environment to put at ease veterans
who. The primary focus are the
Veterans in need of fellowship and
connection with other veterans. We
assure all information is current
regarding benefits and newest
legislation that directly impacts
veterans and their families. We invite
Veterans’ spouses as well.

HERITAGE CHURCH
13242 Berrywood Dr
Baxter MN 56425
218-829-3209

We start at 10 AM every 3™ Saturday
of the month. We fellowship over
Donuts and Coffee. We share
information, resources, and
programs/benefits ~ with  eligible
veterans and disabled veterans.
Connect with other veterans and
mentor one another through fellowship
and discussion.

Military Humor

What is Army an acronym for?

HAPPY CHAPPY CORNER

By Ch, Maj (Ret) Eusebia Rios “Happy Chappy”

-A Recruiter Misled You.

Why couldn’t the sailors play cards?
-The captain was sitting on the deck..

SPECIAL GUEST
Home Health care/Corner
Stone Agency Information
d more...

How do we know Marines love pizza?
- Because like their anthem says, they go
from the halls of mozzarella to the shores
of triple-cheese.

How are mathematicians like the Air

My prayer for you is that you remember,
during this 250th birthday of this great
nation, that your service is part of its

Force? foundation. Thank you for your service.

- Both use pi-lots.

Amen!




