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“Efficiency is doing things right; effectiveness is doing 

the right thing.” ― Stanley McChrystal   

“The crew’s attachment to procedure instead of purpose 

offers a clear example of the dangers of prizing efficiency 

over adaptability.” ― Stanley McChrystal 

 
 

 

Every 3rd Saturday of the Month 

10AM – 11ish 

Heritage Church Fireside Room 

@ ALPHA enterance 

 

  

THIS WEEK’S FOCUS 
 

Disable American Veteran (DAV)  
Chapter 22  

Meeting 3rd Thursday of the month 

 
Brainerd VFW POST 1647   

309 South 6th Street 

Brainerd, MN 56401 
218-829-6393  

 

Brainerd, American Legion 

Post 255 

708 Front St 

Brainerd MN 56401 
218-829-2249 

 

Ironton, American Legion 

Post 433 

Phone:(218) 546-5975 

232 4th St Ironton, MN 56455  
 

Deerwood, American Legion 

Post 557 

Website:mnlegion.org 

Phone:(218) 534-3215 
23659 Forest Rd  

Deerwood, MN 56444 

 
Aitkin County 

Penny Harms CVSO 

penny.harms@co.aitkin.mn.us 
Phone (218) 927-7320 

Hours 8:00 - 4:30 M-F 

 

Morrison County 

Kris Von BergeCVSO 

Kris.vonberge@morrisoncountymn.gov 
Phone 320-632-0290 

Hours 8:00 - 4:30 M-F 

 

Crow Wing County 

Erik Flowers CVSO 

Erik.G.Flowers@crowwing.gov 
Phone 218-824-1058 

Hours 8:00 - 4:30 M-F 
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Labor Day: Honoring 

the Workers Who Built 

America 

Labor Day, observed on the first Monday in 

September, is a federal holiday honoring the 

American labor movement and recognizing workers' 

contributions to the strength, prosperity, and well-

being of the United States. Although many 

Americans associate the holiday with family 

gatherings, parades, barbecues, and the unofficial 

end of summer, its origins tell a much deeper story 

of sacrifice, perseverance, and the pursuit of dignity 

in the workplace. 

The holiday reminds us that the roads we travel, the 

schools our children attend, the hospitals that care for 

our families, and the businesses that sustain our 

communities are made possible by the labor of 

countless individuals. From farmers and factory 

workers to teachers, healthcare professionals, service 

members, first responders, and skilled tradespeople, 

the American workforce has shaped the nation’s 

history and continues to build its future. 

The Origins of Labor Day 

The origins of Labor Day trace back to the labor 

movement of the late nineteenth century, a period of 

rapid industrialization and major economic change. 

Factories, railroads, mines, and steel mills 

transformed the United States into an industrial 

power, but many workers faced dangerous 

conditions, low wages, and exhausting schedules. 

Twelve-hour workdays and six- or seven-day 

workweeks were common in some industries, while 

children were often employed in factories and mines. 

As industrialization expanded, workers began 

organizing to seek safer workplaces, fairer wages, 

reasonable hours, and greater recognition of their 

contributions. Labor unions and other organizations 

became important voices in these efforts, advocating 

for reforms that would eventually influence 

American labor laws and workplace standards. 

Some uncertainty remains about who first proposed 

the Labor Day holiday. Two men are frequently 

credited: Peter J. McGuire, a prominent labor leader 

and cofounder of the United Brotherhood of 

Carpenters, and Matthew Maguire, a machinist and 

secretary of the Central Labor Union of New York. 

Both were involved in efforts to establish a day 

honoring working people, and historians still debate 

their respective roles. 

The first Labor Day celebration took place on 

Tuesday, September 5, 1882, in New York City. 

Organized by the Central Labor Union, the event 

brought thousands of workers into the streets for a 

parade, followed by a festival that included speeches, 

music, and family activities. About 10,000 workers 

participated in the procession, demonstrating both 

the growing strength of organized labor and the 

desire to publicly recognize workers. 

The date was selected in part because it fell 

approximately halfway between Independence Day 

and Thanksgiving. In 1884, the Central Labor Union 

encouraged observing Labor Day on the first 

Monday in September, helping establish the date 

Americans still recognize today. The Knights of 

Labor and other labor organizations also promoted 

the holiday, and celebrations soon spread across the 

country. 

The Growth of the Labor 

Movement 

The movement to establish Labor Day developed 

alongside broader efforts to improve working 

conditions. One of nineteenth-century workers' most 

important demands was the eight-hour workday. The 

slogan “Eight hours for work, eight hours for rest, 

and eight hours for what we will” expressed the 

belief that workers deserved time not only to earn a 

living but also to enjoy family, community, 

education, and personal pursuits. 

In 1866, the National Labor Union called for an 

eight-hour workday, reflecting the growing national 

 



movement for shorter working hours. Congress 

passed an eight-hour law for certain federal 

employees in 1868, although the broader struggle for 

reasonable working hours continued for decades. 

The Great Railroad Strike of 1877 became one of the 

first major nationwide labor conflicts. Beginning in 

West Virginia after wage reductions, the strike 

spread across several states and exposed the tensions 

between industrial employers, workers, and 

government authorities. The unrest demonstrated the 

growing importance of labor issues in American 

society and the need for more effective ways to 

address workplace grievances. 

Another significant event occurred in Chicago in 

May 1886, when workers organized demonstrations 

in support of the eight-hour workday. On May 4, a 

labor gathering at Haymarket Square turned violent 

after a bomb was thrown and police and civilians 

were killed. The Haymarket Affair became a 

defining event in labor history, influencing labor 

movements both in the United States and 

internationally. It also helped associate May 1 with 

workers’ rights in many countries. 

Labor Day Becomes a Federal 

Holiday 

The movement for an official Labor Day holiday 

gained momentum during the 1880s. Oregon became 

the first state to enact legislation recognizing Labor 

Day in 1887. Other states, including Colorado, New 

York, Massachusetts, and New Jersey, followed that 

same year, and additional states soon adopted similar 

measures. 

The federal recognition of Labor Day came during a 

period of intense labor unrest. In 1894, the Pullman 

Strike began when workers at the Pullman Palace Car 

Company near Chicago protested wage reductions 

and other grievances. The strike expanded into a 

nationwide railroad boycott supported by the 

American Railway Union. Federal intervention and 

the resulting violence brought national attention to 

the conflict and the strained relationship between 

labor, industry, and government. 

Against this backdrop, Congress passed legislation 

establishing Labor Day as a federal holiday. 

President Grover Cleveland signed the bill into law 

on June 28, 1894. The legislation designated the first 

Monday in September as a legal holiday for federal 

employees and the District of Columbia. Labor 

Day’s recognition was both a tribute to workers and 

an acknowledgment of the labor movement’s 

growing influence in American life. 

Important Milestones in 

American Labor History 

Establishing Labor Day did not end the struggle for 

workplace reform. Throughout the twentieth century, 

additional events and legislation helped shape the 

rights and protections that many workers experience 

today. 

The Triangle Shirtwaist Factory fire of March 25, 

1911, was one of the deadliest industrial disasters in 

American history. The fire killed 146 garment 

workers, many of them young immigrant women. 

The tragedy exposed dangerous factory conditions 

and helped inspire significant reforms in workplace 

safety, building codes, and labor protections. 

In 1935, Congress passed the National Labor 

Relations Act, also known as the Wagner Act. This 

legislation established key protections for employees 

seeking to organize, bargain collectively, and engage 

in certain concerted activities related to workplace 

conditions. It also created the National Labor 

Relations Board to administer and enforce the law. 

The Fair Labor Standards Act of 1938 established a 

federal minimum wage, overtime protections, and 

restrictions on child labor. Although its original 

provisions were more limited than those in effect 

today, the law represented a major milestone in the 

development of national labor standards. 

The Occupational Safety and Health Act of 1970 

created a federal framework for promoting safe and 

healthful working conditions. It established the 

Occupational Safety and Health Administration, 

commonly known as OSHA, and reinforced the 

principle that workers should not have to risk their 

lives or health simply to earn a living. 

These milestones remind us that many workplace 

protections now considered ordinary were achieved 

through years of advocacy, legislation, negotiation, 

and, at times, great personal sacrifice. 



The Meaning of Labor Day 

Today 

Labor Day continues to honor the contributions of 

workers across every sector of American life. It 

recognizes the people who grow and prepare our 

food, construct our homes, maintain our 

infrastructure, educate our children, care for the sick, 

protect our communities, and provide the countless 

services that sustain daily life. 

The holiday also invites reflection on the relationship 

between work and human dignity. Meaningful work 

provides more than income; it can offer purpose, 

identity, service, and the opportunity to contribute to 

the common good. At the same time, Labor Day 

reminds us that workers are more than their 

occupations. They are parents, spouses, children, 

neighbors, friends, and community members who 

deserve rest, safety, and a fulfilling life beyond the 

workplace. 

For many Americans, Labor Day is celebrated with 

parades, community festivals, picnics, and family 

gatherings. It is traditionally regarded as the 

unofficial end of summer, marking the transition 

toward autumn and the beginning of a new school 

year in many communities. The holiday weekend is 

also closely tied to the start of the college football 

season and the approach of the National Football 

League’s regular season. 

While these traditions bring enjoyment, Labor Day's 

historical purpose remains important. The day offers 

an opportunity to remember the generations of 

workers whose efforts helped establish safer 

workplaces, reasonable working hours, and greater 

economic opportunity. It also encourages continued 

attention to the challenges facing today’s workforce, 

including workplace safety, fair compensation, 

changing technologies, and balancing professional 

responsibilities with family life. 

Labor Day Around the World 

Canada also observes Labour Day on the first 

Monday in September. The holiday became a federal 

statutory holiday in 1894 and, like its American 

counterpart, recognizes the contributions of workers 

and the history of the labor movement. Canadian 

Labour Day traditions include parades, community 

events, and family activities. 

In many other countries, workers are honored on 

May 1, commonly known as International Workers’ 

Day or May Day. The date is closely connected to the 

international labor movement and the campaign for 

the eight-hour workday, including the events 

surrounding the Haymarket Affair in Chicago in 

1886. Although the United States observes its main 

labor holiday in September, these observances share 

the purpose of recognizing the importance of 

workers and their contributions to society. 

A Day of Gratitude and 

Reflection 

Labor Day is more than a three-day weekend. It 

reminds us that the nation’s achievements have been 

built through the dedication, skill, ingenuity, and 

perseverance of working people. Every generation 

has contributed to America's development, often 

through difficult labor and sacrifices that are not 

always visible in the finished products or services we 

enjoy. 

As we celebrate, we can express gratitude for those 

who came before us, honor those who continue to 

serve through their work, and remember that a 

nation's strength lies not only in its institutions and 

industries but also in the people whose daily efforts 

sustain them. 

Whether spent at a parade, around a family table, at 

a community gathering, or simply enjoying a well-

earned day of rest, Labor Day provides an 

opportunity to recognize the value of work and the 

dignity of every worker. It is a day to celebrate the 

past, appreciate the present, and look toward a future 

in which hard work, opportunity, safety, and respect 

remain central to the American experience. 

 

 

 

 

  



September 11, 2001: The Day the World Stood 

Still 

Some moments in history divide time into before and 

after. September 11, 2001, was one of those 

moments. 

Twenty-five years later, an entire generation can still 

remember where they were, what they were doing, 

whom they were with, and how they felt when they 

first heard the unimaginable news. For millions, the 

memories have never completely faded. We 

remember the clear blue sky. We remember the 

television screens. We remember the confusion after 

the first plane struck and the terrible realization, after 

the second impact, that what we were witnessing was 

no accident. 

We remember a day when the world seemed literally 

to stand still. 

On Tuesday morning, September 11, 2001, nineteen 

terrorists associated with al-Qaeda hijacked four 

commercial passenger airplanes. Two were 

deliberately flown into the Twin Towers of the 

World Trade Center in New York City. A third struck 

the Pentagon in Arlington, Virginia. Passengers and 

crew aboard the fourth aircraft, United Airlines 

Flight 93, fought back against the hijackers, and the 

plane crashed into a field near Shanksville, 

Pennsylvania, before it could reach its intended 

target in Washington, D.C. The attacks killed 2,977 

victims from more than 90 nations, not including the 

19 hijackers. 

Yet numbers alone cannot communicate what 

happened that morning. 

September 11 was experienced in faces, voices, 

telephone calls, desperate embraces, unanswered 

questions, acts of courage, and heartbreaking 

goodbyes. 

A Beautiful Morning Becomes a Day of Terror 

The morning began with an almost haunting 

normalcy. New York City awakened beneath a 

remarkably clear September sky. People went to 

work. Children went to school. Firefighters and 

police officers reported for duty. Flight crews 

prepared their aircraft. Travelers boarded airplanes 

carrying briefcases, cups of coffee, vacation plans, 

business schedules, and expectations of reaching 

their destinations. 

At 8:46 a.m., American Airlines Flight 11 struck the 

North Tower of the World Trade Center. 

Initially, many people believed a terrible aviation 

accident had occurred. 

Then, at 9:03 a.m., United Airlines Flight 175 struck 

the South Tower before television cameras 

broadcasting live around the world. 

In those few seconds, understanding changed. 

America was under attack. 

At 9:37 a.m., American Airlines Flight 77 struck the 

Pentagon, headquarters of the United States 

Department of Defense. 

At 9:59 a.m., the South Tower collapsed. 

At approximately 10:03 a.m., United Airlines Flight 

93 crashed into a field near Shanksville, 

Pennsylvania, after passengers and crew fought the 

hijackers. 

At 10:28 a.m., the North Tower collapsed. 

In less than two hours, landmarks that had stood 

against the Manhattan skyline were gone, part of the 

Pentagon was devastated, an airplane lay shattered in 

a quiet Pennsylvania field, and thousands of lives had 

been lost. 

Images We Could Not Erase 

Those who watched the events unfold remember 

images almost too terrible to comprehend. 

We saw flames pour from the towers. 

We watched smoke stretch across a brilliant blue sky. 

We saw firefighters climbing stairs while terrified 

office workers descended. 

We watched strangers helping strangers. 



We saw police officers, paramedics, firefighters, 

military personnel, medical professionals, clergy, 

construction workers, and ordinary citizens run 

toward places from which everyone else was fleeing. 

And there were other images—images many people 

still struggle to discuss. 

Human beings trapped above the fires faced choices 

no person should ever have been forced to make. 

Some fell or jumped from the towers rather than 

remain within the unbearable heat and smoke. 

We watched those scenes knowing that someone was 

losing a spouse, a parent, a child, a sibling, a friend, 

or a coworker in real time. 

The human mind searched desperately for some way 

to comprehend the madness. How could another 

human being plan something like this? How could 

airplanes filled with innocent passengers become 

weapons? How could men deliberately attack 

thousands of people they had never met? 

For many people, September 11 became an 

encounter not simply with terrorism but with the 

terrifying reality of what human beings are capable 

of when hatred and extremist ideology strip away 

respect for human life. 

The Empty Sky 

One of the most profound memories of September 11 

was not something we saw. It was something we did 

not see. Airplanes. 

As authorities attempted to determine whether 

additional aircraft had been hijacked, the Federal 

Aviation Administration took unprecedented action. 

At 9:25 a.m., the FAA prohibited further civilian 

departures nationwide. At 9:45 a.m., officials 

ordered aircraft already in the air to land at the 

nearest appropriate airport. More than 4,500 aircraft 

operating under instrument flight rules were airborne 

when the shutdown occurred. 

By 12:15 p.m., the skies over the 48 contiguous states 

had been cleared of commercial and private flights. 

It was the first unplanned shutdown of American 

airspace in aviation history. 

For those who remember that day, the silence was 

almost unnatural. 

No contrails crossed the sky. 

No familiar hum of passenger jets passed overhead. 

For a nation accustomed to movement, commerce, 

travel, and noise, the sky suddenly became empty. 

It was as though creation itself had grown quiet. 

For a brief time, the absence of airplanes became 

another symbol of how completely the familiar world 

had been interrupted. 

Holding a Newborn as the World Changed 

I remember holding a friend's newborn child that 

day. As I held that tiny new life, surrounded by 

horrific images of death and destruction, something 

inside me changed. 

I looked at that child and realized that we had brought 

another generation into a world where evil could 

sometimes tread along the frightening edge of 

insanity—a world where people could deliberately 

attempt to extinguish hope, faith, freedom, liberty, 

and human life. 

There was innocence in my arms while devastation 

filled the television screen. The contrast was almost 

unbearable. Life and death. Hope and hatred. 

Beginning and destruction. 

A newborn child who knew nothing of terrorism 

rested peacefully while adults around the world were 

struggling to understand what they had just 

witnessed. 

And perhaps that was one of the quiet lessons of 

September 11. Evil can destroy. But evil cannot 

define what comes next. 

Holding that child reminded me that every 

generation inherits not only the consequences of 

history but also the responsibility to decide what it 

will do with them. 



Would fear consume us? 

Would hatred reproduce hatred? 

Would terror accomplish its purpose by convincing 

us to abandon hope? 

Or would we continue to love, serve, worship, build, 

protect, raise children, care for neighbors, and 

believe that goodness remains worth defending? 

The world changed in a breath that morning. 

But the birth of another generation reminded us that 

history had not ended. 

Ordinary People Became Extraordinary 

Some of the most enduring stories of September 11 

are not stories about destruction. 

They are stories about courage. 

Firefighters entered burning towers carrying 

equipment weighing dozens of pounds. Police 

officers helped evacuate civilians. Port Authority 

personnel guided people through smoke-filled 

stairwells. Emergency medical personnel established 

treatment areas. Office workers carried injured 

colleagues. Complete strangers held hands as they 

descended dozens of floors. 

Nearly 2,000 police officers and approximately 

1,000 firefighters responded to the World Trade 

Center disaster, beginning what the National 

September 11 Memorial & Museum describes as the 

largest rescue operation in New York City history. 

Many first responders understood the danger and 

went anyway. 

Among the victims were 343 members of the Fire 

Department of New York, along with law-

enforcement officers and other emergency personnel 

who had entered danger to save lives. 

Their actions gave the world another image to 

remember from September 11: 

When terror told people to run away, some people 

ran toward those who needed help. 

The Courage of Flight 93 

The passengers and crew of United Airlines Flight 93 

demonstrated another extraordinary form of courage. 

Their flight had departed Newark, New Jersey, and 

was bound for California. Because its departure had 

been delayed, passengers eventually learned through 

telephone conversations that airplanes had already 

struck the World Trade Center and Pentagon. 

They realized that their own aircraft was likely part 

of the same attack. They faced a horrifying truth: no 

rescue force was coming. Whatever they did, they 

would have to do it themselves. 

Passengers and crew called loved ones. Some 

prayed. They discussed what was happening. Then 

they decided to fight back. 

Their counterattack prevented the hijackers from 

reaching Washington, D.C. Investigators have never 

conclusively established the precise intended target, 

although evidence they examined indicated a 

prominent government building in Washington was 

likely the target. The aircraft crashed into an open 

field near Shanksville, Pennsylvania, killing all 40 

passengers and crew members along with the four 

hijackers. 

Their actions became one of the defining examples 

of courage on September 11. They could not save 

themselves. But through their resistance, they may 

have saved many others.  

A World That Wept With America 

September 11 was an attack on the United States, but 

its human consequences crossed national boundaries. 

Among those murdered were citizens of more than 

90 nations. 

Around the world, people gathered outside American 

embassies. Flowers, candles, handwritten notes, 

flags, and expressions of sympathy appeared in cities 

thousands of miles from New York. 



Nations that differed with the United States on 

countless political questions nevertheless recognized 

something fundamental: 

Nearly three thousand human beings had been 

murdered. 

Families had been shattered. 

Children had lost parents. 

Parents had lost children. 

Humanity grieved. 

The following day, September 12, NATO took an 

unprecedented action. For the first time since the 

alliance had been created in 1949, its members 

invoked the collective-defense principle of Article 5, 

under which an armed attack against one member can 

be regarded as an attack against them all. NATO later 

confirmed that September 11 remains the first and 

only invocation of Article 5 in its history. 

It was an extraordinary expression of international 

solidarity. 

For a moment, geographical boundaries seemed 

smaller. 

The world had watched people die together. 

And much of the world mourned together. 

A Different America Emerged 

September 11 transformed American life in ways 

both immediate and lasting. 

Air travel changed dramatically. Airport security 

became far more intensive. The Aviation and 

Transportation Security Act of November 2001 

established the Transportation Security 

Administration, and responsibility for passenger 

aviation security eventually shifted to the new 

agency. 

The Department of Homeland Security was 

subsequently created following enactment of the 

Homeland Security Act of 2002, bringing multiple 

federal responsibilities related to homeland security 

under a new cabinet department. 

Congress and the executive branch expanded 

counterterrorism and intelligence measures. 

Government agencies reconsidered how they 

collected, analyzed, and shared intelligence. 

The bipartisan National Commission on Terrorist 

Attacks Upon the United States—the 9/11 

Commission—was established in 2002 to examine 

the circumstances surrounding the attacks, including 

U.S. preparedness and the immediate response. Its 

final report, published in 2004, provided a detailed 

account of the attacks and recommendations 

intended to strengthen national security. 

The attacks also led to U.S.-led military operations 

in Afghanistan beginning in October 2001 against al-

Qaeda and the Taliban government that had provided 

sanctuary to the organization. The conflict and 

broader counterterrorism campaigns that followed 

shaped international affairs for the next two decades. 

The consequences extended far beyond government 

policy. 

A generation became accustomed to removing shoes 

at airport security checkpoints, carrying 

identification through layers of security, watching 

unattended luggage more carefully, and hearing 

phrases such as “homeland security,” “terror threat,” 

and “war on terrorism” become part of everyday 

conversation. 

Before September 11, those things were not part of 

ordinary American life. 

After September 11, they were. 

The Long Shadow of Ground Zero 

The deaths did not end when the fires were 

extinguished. 

Thousands of firefighters, police officers, emergency 

personnel, recovery workers, volunteers, residents, 

students, and workers in Lower Manhattan were 

exposed to dust, smoke, debris, chemicals, and other 

hazardous materials following the collapse of the 

towers. 



In the years that followed, many developed cancers, 

respiratory illnesses, and other conditions associated 

with exposure to the disaster site. 

The James Zadroga 9/11 Health and Compensation 

Act established federal programs supporting eligible 

responders and survivors suffering from 9/11-related 

health conditions. Congress later extended and 

expanded those programs. 

Thus, September 11 continued claiming something 

from people long after September 11, 2001. 

For thousands of responders and survivors, 

remembrance is not simply historical. 

They carry September 11 in their bodies. 

From Rubble Came a Tree 

Amid the devastation at Ground Zero, workers 

discovered something remarkable. 

A severely damaged Callery pear tree was found in 

the wreckage. 

Its branches were burned and broken. Its roots had 

been badly damaged. 

Yet the tree was alive. 

New York City Parks personnel removed it from the 

site and carefully rehabilitated it. Years later, they 

returned it to the 9/11 Memorial plaza. 

Today it is known as the Survivor Tree. 

There could hardly be a more fitting symbol. Scarred 

but alive. Broken but growing. Damaged but not 

destroyed. 

The Survivor Tree reminds us that resilience does not 

mean pretending that something terrible never 

happened. Its scars remain. Resilience means life 

continues despite the scars. 

Remembering the Fallen 

The National September 11 Memorial now stands 

where the Twin Towers once rose. 

Two enormous reflecting pools occupy the footprints 

of the North and South Towers. Water descends into 

spaces where buildings once reached toward the sky. 

Around the pools are bronze parapets bearing the 

names of the 2,977 people killed in the September 11 

attacks, along with the six people killed in the 

February 26, 1993 World Trade Center bombing. 

The design is appropriately called Reflecting 

Absence. 

That name captures something profound about grief. 

Sometimes what is missing becomes almost as 

tangible as what remains. 

A chair at a family table. 

A photograph on a wall. 

A uniform hanging in a closet. 

A telephone we can no longer call. 

A skyline permanently changed. 

An empty place where someone should still be 

standing. 

Patriot Day and a National Day of Service 

Congress designated September 11 as Patriot Day, 

establishing an annual national observance honoring 

those who died. 

September 11 was later designated a National Day 

of Service and Remembrance, encouraging 

Americans not simply to remember the tragedy but 

to respond through acts of service. 

That distinction matters. 

Memory without purpose can become sorrow alone. 

Memory joined with service can become legacy. 

We honor firefighters by serving. 

We honor police officers by serving. 

We honor military members and first responders by 

serving. 



We honor the passengers of Flight 93 by choosing 

courage. 

We honor the innocent victims by valuing human 

life. 

And, perhaps most importantly, we answer hatred by 

refusing to let it determine who we become. 

Twenty-Five Years Later 

In 2026, twenty-five years have passed. 

A child born on September 11, 2001, is now an adult. 

Today's young service members, firefighters, police 

officers, teachers, nurses, and parents may have been 

infants—or not yet born—when the towers fell. 

That reality places a responsibility upon those who 

remember. 

We must tell the story. 

Not to create fear. 

Not to cultivate hatred. 

Not to blame entire religions, ethnicities, 

nationalities, or communities for the crimes of 

extremists. 

We tell the story because history must be 

remembered accurately. 

Nineteen terrorists committed an act of extraordinary 

evil. 

But thousands more responded with extraordinary 

courage. 

Millions responded with compassion. 

Nations responded with solidarity. 

People donated blood. 

Churches, synagogues, mosques, temples, and 

houses of worship opened their doors. 

Neighbors checked on neighbors. 

Strangers embraced strangers. 

First responders walked into danger. 

Military personnel answered another call to service. 

Families somehow learned to continue living despite 

unimaginable loss. 

Those stories also belong to September 11. 

The Day the World Stood Still 

For those of us who remember, September 11 will 

always be more than a date. 

It is a sound. 

A picture. 

A telephone call. 

A television screen. 

Smoke against an impossibly blue sky. 

A firefighter walking toward danger. 

A police officer covered in dust. 

A military member standing watch. 

A passenger whispering goodbye. 

A family waiting for someone who would never 

come home. 

An empty American sky. 

And for me, it is also the memory of holding a 

newborn child. 

A tiny life resting peacefully while the world seemed 

to be collapsing around us. 

Twenty-five years later, perhaps that image means 

even more. Because September 11 taught us 

something about evil. But the years since have also 

taught us something about humanity. 

Hatred can destroy buildings. 

Violence can take lives. 

Terror can change nations. 

But terror cannot be permitted the final word. 

There will always be people willing to run toward the 

fire. 

 



Hands will always reach through rubble. 

Someone will always hold the frightened. 

There will always be parents raising another 

generation. 

There will always be people willing to rebuild. 

There will always be faith. 

There will always be courage. 

There will always be hope. 

September 11, 2001, was the day the world seemed 

to stand still. 

May September 11 also remain the day we remember 

what happened when it began moving again. 

We served. 

We prayed. 

We mourned. 

We stood together. 

We rebuilt. 

And we remembered. 

May we never forget the lives that were taken. 

May we never forget those who ran toward 

danger. May we never forget the families who 

carried the grief. May we never forget the courage 

that emerged from terror. And may generations 

who were not yet born understand why, twenty-

five years later, we still stop on September 11 and 

remember. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 



 

 

September Daily 

Holidays and 

Observances 
 

September 1 

• American Chess Day 

• National Cherry Popover Day 

September 2 

• Bison-ten Yell Day 

• National Blueberry Popsicle 

Day 

September 3 

• National Skyscraper Day 

• U.S. Bowling League Day 

September 4 

• Bring Your Manners to Work 

Day 

• Jimmy Buffett Day 

• National Food Bank Day 

September 5 

• National Cheese Pizza Day 

• Spinal Cord Injury 

Awareness Day 

• World Beard Day 

September 6 

• International Bacon Day 

• National Pet Rock Day 

• National Read a Book Day 

September 7 

• Feel the Love Day 

• National Grateful Patient Day 

• Neither Snow Nor Rain Day 

September 8 

• National Pediatric 

Hematology/Oncology 

Nurses Day 

• Star Trek Day 

• World Physical Therapy Day 

September 9 

• International Sudoku Day 

• National Teddy Bear Day 

• National When Pigs Fly Day 

• Steak Au Poivre Day 

• Wonderful Weirdos Day 

September 10 

• National School Picture Day 

• National TV Dinner Day 

September 11 

• Patriot Day 

• September 11 National Day 

of Service 

• Stand Up to Cancer Day 

• World Bravehearts Day 

September 12 

• German Language Day 

• Gym Day 

• Mindfulness Day 

• National Chocolate 

Milkshake Day 

• World First Aid Day 

September 13 

• Hug Your Boss Day 

• International Chocolate Day 

• National Scooby-Doo Day 

• Positive Thinking Day 

• Uncle Sam Day 

September 14 

• National Boss/Employee 

Exchange Day 

• National Coloring Day 

September 15 

• Make a Hat Day 

• National Linguine Day 

• National Voter Registration 

Day 

• Neonatal Nurses Day 

September 16 

• National Guacamole Day 

• National Stepfamily Day 

• Trail of Tears 

Commemoration Day 

• World Barber Day 

September 17 

• Constitution Day 

• Monte Cristo Day 

• Smithsonian Day 

• World Patient Safety Day 

September 18 

• Aging Awareness Day 

• National Respect Day 

• Rice Krispies Treat Day 

• U.S. Air Force Day 

September 19 

• Batman Day 

• Locate An Old Friend Day 

• International Eat An Apple 

Day 

• National Multivitamin Day 

• National POW/MIA 

Recognition Day 

• Talk Like a Pirate Day 

September 20 

• National Pepperoni Pizza 

Day 

• National String Cheese Day 

• Yom Kippur 

September 21 

• Earth, Wind & Fire 

Appreciation Day 

• Miniature Golf Day 

• World Alzheimer’s Day 

• World Gratitude Day 

• Yom Kippur 

September 22 

• Business Women’s Day 

• Dear Diary Day 

• Elephant Appreciation Day 

• First Day of Autumn / Fall 

Equinox 

• White Chocolate Day 

September 23 

• Go With Your Gut Day 

• Great American Pot Pie Day 

• National Snack Stick Day 

• Redhead Appreciation Day 

September 24 

• National Horchata Day 

• National Mofongo Day 

• National Punctuation Day 

• Remember Me Thursday 

September 25 

• Binge Day 

• Hug a Vegetarian Day 

• National Quesadilla Day 

• World Pharmacists Day 

September 26 

• Human Resource 

Professional Day 

• Love Note Day 

• Lumberjack Day 

• National Key Lime Pie Day 

• Shamu the Whale Day 

September 27 

• Ancestor Appreciation Day 

• Gold Star Mother’s and 

Family’s Day 

• National Chocolate Milk Day 

• National No Excuses Day 

September 28 

• Ask a Stupid Question Day 

• National Good Neighbor Day 

• National Self-Awareness Day 

September 29 

• National Biscotti Day 

• National Coffee Day 

• Silent Movie Day 

• VFW Day 

September 30 

• National Mud Pack Day 

• Orange Shirt Day 



 
 

The post is located at 309 South Sixth Street in downtown 

Brainerd and is open to all VFW members, guests, active 

military, and non-veterans. Post and Auxiliary meetings are 

held on the second Tuesday of each month at 7 PM. 
 

Since 1929, this post has been open to all VFW members 

and guests.  It's a friendly place.  Stop in and see for 

yourself.  Post and Auxiliary meetings are on the second 

Tuesday of each month at 7 pm.  We are in Minnesota's 6th 

VFW District. 
 

Duty, Honor, and Country.  Dedicated to the men and 

women who marched before us, their families, and 

everyone deployed. What does it cost to be a VFW 

member?  Answer: $40 per year, but a life membership is a 

better choice. 
 

What do I get for my money?  Answer: As a member of the 

VFW, you are a part of an organization that lobbies the 

Minnesota State Legislature and Congress in Washington, 

D.C.  The larger the membership, the more influence the 

group has to pass veteran-friendly legislation.  Lack of 

VFW support will result in lower veteran benefits. 

 PATRIOT GROUNDS  
-By Ch Maj (Ret) Eusebia Rios  

“HAPPY CHAPPY” 

“Patriot Grounds” is an alcohol-free 

environment designed to put veterans 

at ease.  The primary focus is on 

veterans in need of fellowship and 

connection with other veterans.  We 

ensure all information is current on 

benefits and the newest legislation that 

directly impacts veterans and their 

families.  We also invite Veterans’ 

spouses.   
 

 

HERITAGE CHURCH 

13242 Berrywood Dr 

Baxter MN 56425 

218-829-3209 
 

We start at 10 AM every 3rd Saturday 

of the month.  We fellowship over 

Donuts and Coffee.  We share 

information, resources, and 

programs/benefits with eligible 

veterans and disabled veterans.  

Connect with other veterans and 

mentor one another through fellowship 

and discussion. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Navy Rules For Gunfighting 
 

The mission of the 

Veterans of Foreign 

Wars (VFW) Post 1647 

in Brainerd, Minnesota is 

to "Help Veterans and 

the Community". 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                      

HAPPY CHAPPY CORNER 
                          By Ch, Maj (Ret) Eusebia Rios “Happy Chappy” 

 Why did the soldier bring a ladder to 

basic training? 

He wanted to go up in rank. 

 

What do you call a soldier who 

survived mustard gas and pepper 

spray? 

A seasoned veteran. 

 

My drill sergeant told me I was 

average… 

I told him that’s just mean. 

 

Why don’t recruits ever get lost? 

They always follow orders 

 

 

Military Humor 

 

My prayer for you is that we all take the 

time to savor each moment.  The FALL is 

a precursor to Winter, with the hope of a 

new beginning in Spring. Know that you 

and your family are in my prayers. Amen 

BINGO  
19 SEPTEMBER 2026 
10AM Heritage Church  

Fireside Room 


